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Visiting Soviet Journalists
arce “very perplexed” by U.S.
expansion of the antiballistic
missile system while the stra-
tegie arms limitation talks
(SALT) are going on, Senate
Majority Leader Mike Mans-

field said yesterday.

Mansfield sald after a meet-

‘Ing with 11 high-ranking So-
‘viet journalists on a tour of

ithe United States that they ap-

peared perplexed at the appar-

:int administration contradic-
Of.. -
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' Mansheld said he proposed
to the writers that the two na-
tions halt further construction
of ABM and multiple inde-
pendently targeted re-entry
vehicles (MIRV)  but added,
“What their reaction was [
don't know.”

The Montana Democrat sug-
gested Sunday the recent an-
nouncement = by President
Nixon that the ABM system
would be expanded could jeop-
ardize the SALT talks. . . -

. The newsmen, led by Ley. N.‘
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Tolkunov. chief editor of the
Soviet government: newspaper
Izvestia, -arrived Sunday: in|
Washington- ‘from . New: Or-
leans.

(The group yestcrday “also
met with Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee Chairman J.
W. Fulbright (D-Ark.), Iouse
Republican  Leader - Gerald
Ford (Mich.) and Secretary of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment George Romney. Today
they are due to meet Secre-
tary of State William P. Rog-
ers;and White House foreign

pollcy adviser Hem-y A
Kissmgcr\ ‘

“'The -Washirgton ‘office of
the Soviet news agency Tass
came -under picket protest by
a student group. The organiza-
tion called “Washington Com-
mittee for Human Rights”
plcketed In front of the Na.l
tional ‘Press Building, where|
Tass has an office, It protest-

ed what it said was Tass's’

reneging on a promise to ar-

range an interview with the'

visiting journalists- to discuss,

itreatment of Jews-in Russia.
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